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Synopsis

Relates one of the most remarkable lives in the tumultuous English Reformation. Thomas Cranmer
was the first Anglican Archbishop of Canterbury, the author of the Book of Common Prayer, and a
central figure in the English Protestant Reformation. Few theologians have led such an eventful life:
Cranmer helped Henry VIII break with the pope, pressed his vision of the Reformation through the
reign of Edward VI, was forced to recant under Queen Mary, and then dramatically withdrew his
recantations before being burned alive. This lively biography by Leslie Williams narrates Cranmer’s
life from the beginning, through his education and history with the monarchy, to his ecclesiastical
trials, and eventual martyrdom. Williams portrays Cranmer’s ongoing struggle to reconcile his two
central loyalties - allegiance to the crown, and fidelity to the Reformation faith - as she tells his

fascinating life story.
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Customer Reviews

Just finished reading this book. It is a very moving account of the man behind the English
Reformation. | found myself both admiring and sympathizing with this courageous, godly and very
human man. In spite of his frailties there is much to admire about Cranmer once you understand his

journey. If you enjoy religious history do pick up this one.

Very good definitive biography of Thomas Cranmer’s life and death. I'd recommend this read

especially for those Christians of the Anglican/Episcopal faith and for anyone interested in early



English church history.

An excellent read for anyone who considers themselves an Anglican/Episcopalian! | totally

recommend it for the person who wants to know the foundation of the Church of England.

A wonderful biography of a dedicated protestant Christian clergyman and scholar.

Great book and very interesting! Fellow Episcopalians need to read it!
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